Abnormalities in the fibrinolytic system of the vascular wall associated with atherosclerosis.
In summary, studies of the expression of fibrinolytic genes in the vessel wall suggest an active, ongoing proteolytic process, the activity of which is dependent on the relative amounts of tPA, uPA, and PAI-1 secreted and locally deposited. Disturbances in the balance of pro- and antifibrinolytic activity in atherosclerotic vessels have considerable potential for influencing both intra- and extravascular fibrinolytic events and may be causally related to the development of vascular disease.